
Curriculum Services, Teaching for Effective Learning, Department of Education and Children’s Services 2010

SACPPA Annual Conference

Learning Space Teaching Space
25 - 27 August

leah.kennewell@sa.gov.au



SACPPA Annual Conference
Learning Space Teaching Space

Session overview
1. Liminal space
2. The current state
3. The emerging state
4. What is possible for you
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Multiple Lenses
As we work together, be aware of the 
multiple lenses that you bring for…
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• Your own learning
• How you might use this to engage with your 

leadership team 
• How you might use this to design for site staff both as 

individuals and as groups
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Liminal Space
Liminality is a psychological, neurological, or 
metaphysical subjective state, conscious or 
unconscious, of being on the “threshold” of or 
between two existential planes, as defined in 
neurological psychology and anthropological 
theories of ritual.

From Wikipedia
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The Current State
What research is telling us nationally

Queensland 1000 classrooms study (2001) findings
• Curriculum is activities and calendar based
• Pre-digested learning – teaching as telling
• Low intellectual engagement
• Disconnected, reductionist learning experiences
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Redesigning Pedagogies in the North
UniSA - school based practitioner inquiry into pedagogy 
in the middle years in northern suburbs schools

Major Finding – the curriculum has no 
meaning, no connection for students.

The managerialist model leads to damage and non-
productive outcomes.
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The overwhelming majority of teachers are unable to name 
or describe a theory of learning that underlies what they do 
in the classroom, but what they do, what any of us does is no 
less informed by theoretical assumptions…. 
… behind the practice of presenting a colourful dinosaur 
sticker to a 1st grader who stays silent on command, is a 
theory that embodies distinct assumptions about the nature 
of knowledge, the possibility of choice, and what it means to 
be human.

Alfie Kohn, Punished by Rewards (1993)
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The Emerging State

What does “the delivery of teaching” mean in 
a context of 21st Century learners in 

environments designed for learning and 
teaching?
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In South 
Australia

Australian Curriculum
Content descriptors and Elaborations 

C

P
Pedagogy

Teaching for 
Effective Learning

Assessment
Achievement Standards

AAchievement 
Standards
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Pedagogy involves much more than its most obvious 
component, the tasks teachers set. It includes the ways in 
which teachers interact with students; that is how they 
question and respond to questions, use students’ ideas and 
respond to students’ diverse backgrounds and interests. It 
includes the social and intellectual climate that teachers seek 
to create and the types of learning that they set out to 
promote. It also includes the decisions they make about 
framing the content around a series of tasks to be completed 
or as key ideas and skills that are revisited and built upon. 
Teachers also need to think about how they link and 
sequence activities and how and what they assess.

Principles of Learning and Teaching (POLTs), Victoria
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Developing our internal compass

Quality pedagogy is not about “paint by 
numbers”. It is a deliberate and responsive 

act, informed by rich understanding of 
learning, the kids and the “stuff” to be learnt.
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Think of someone – past or present – who you 
would describe as a teacher demonstrating 
excellent pedagogy.
What made you think of them? What did they do to 
help you or others learn?
Describe what they did 
to someone sitting near to you.
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Teaching for Effective Learning Framework 
(TfEL)

Teachers’ wisdom of practice
Expert and research referenced
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TfEL Key Messages
Learning is a way of being
Co‐construction is key
Achievement of learning outcomes AND learning how to 
learn are our twin goals
Find every person’s strengths
High expectations, with appropriate support, make the 
difference
Use the language of learning and teaching
Teaching is a highly intentional act
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4 Domains
Learning for effective teaching D 1

Teaching for effective learning D 2,3 & 4
Each domain has elements

Every element has descriptors
Every descriptor has signs
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Domain 1 – Learning for effective teaching
Elements
• Understand how self and others learn
• Develop deep pedagogical and content knowledge
• Participate in professional learning communities and 

networks
• Engage with the community
• Discuss educational purpose and policy
• Design, plan and organise for learning and teaching
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Domain 2 – Create safe conditions 
for rigorous learning
Elements
• Develop democratic relationships
• Build a community of learners
• Negotiate learning
• Challenge students to achieve high standards  

with appropriate support
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Domain 3 – Develop expert learners
Elements
• Teach students how to learn
• Foster deep understanding and skilful action
• Explore the construction of knowledge
• Promote dialogue as a means of learning
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Elements
• Build on learners’ understandings
• Connect learning to students’ lives and aspirations
• Apply and assess learning in authentic contexts
• Communicate in multiple modes
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Domain 4 – Personalise and connect 
learning
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The possible misconceptions

It’s a tick-list 

I already do it all

It’s not relevant to the secondary setting
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Domain 2
Element 2.4
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2.4 Create safe conditions for rigorous learning

Reflect on my 
learning and 
explain  how I got 
past being ‘stuck’ 
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Setting learning 
goals:
Talk to Sandra 
about how she 
monitors each 
child’s learning 
goals
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The TfEL quality tests

Intentionality

Effectiveness

Consistency

Responsiveness
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Smarter Schools National Partnership

• Research project 2010 – 2013
• Specialist teachers working in classrooms
• 10 schools in 2010
• Collecting data on pedagogy and student learning 

outcomes
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What does this mean for you?

think – pair - share
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Many things can wait. Children 
cannot. Today their bones are 
being formed, their blood is
being made, their senses are 
being developed. To them we 
cannot say “tomorrow”. Their 
name is today.

Gabriela Mistral
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